attendees and 48% of invited speakers were female, and 31% were from underrepresented countries.
The scientific content of the conference included two keynote lectures, nine plenary sessions, two workshops, two poster sessions, and four short-talks by young researchers (Table 1 ). Plenary sessions varied in focus from largely theoretical to completely empirical studies, while focusing on human populations from different geographic regions and time periods in Africa. Two independently organized workshops, before and after the conference, respectively, focusing on more in-depth discussions of African linguistics and on quantitative methods for excavating the past from genomes, enriched scientific discussions.
The conference featured two keynote lectures by leading researchers. Marlize Lombard (University of Johannesburg, South Africa) presented a holistic approach to better understand the evolution of human cognition and hunting technologies in early humans, on the basis of the gene-culture co-evolution model, 1 and Lluis Quintana-Murci F I G U R E 1 Conference picture with invited speakers at the "Africa, the cradle of human diversity" conference [Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com] T A B L E 1 List of invited speakers, session, and titles of each lecture presented at the "Africa, the cradle of human diversity" conference 
| PALEOANTHROPOLOGICAL AND ARCHAEOGENOMIC PERSPECTIVES OF EARLY HUMANS AND FIRST SOCIETIES IN AFRICA
The first plenary lectures presented a closer look at the fossil record of archaic hominins and early humans from different locations, their lithic technologies, and cultural transitions from the Stone Age to the Iron Age in Africa. These discussions highlighted that the roots of human diversity are very deep in Africa. During the Stone Age, regional patterning of early humans emerged with difference decisionmaking sequence and social conventions across small groups. 4 One of the technological revolutions was the efficiency of hafted hand axes. 5 Current views from paleoanthropological, archeological, and genetic research support a complex meta-population model for the origin of anatomically modern humans within different regions of Africa long before the out-of-Africa migration. 6 From 300,000 years ago onwards, 7 our species evolved within genetically structured populations with region identities that varied spatially and temporally, connected to each other by gene flow. 6, 8, 9 Cross-disciplinary research of the highly diverse and divergent clickspeaking hunter-gatherer groups from southern Africa, known as the Khoe-San, will help to elucidate deep human history, admixture patterns, and human adaptation. 9 These groups have until recently led a huntergathering way of life; however, other means of subsistence occur as well, for example, the cattle and sheep pastoralism found among the Khoekhoe 10 or the "peripatetic" lifestyle of the Damara. 11 The Khoe-San have high linguistic, cultural, and genetic diversity, and some groups still preserve their hunter-gatherer lifestyle in remote and isolated areas. 12, 13 Presentations also brought insights into on-going anthropological and genetic endeavors to encourage investigations of descendants of the earliest southern Africans who are still essentially "forgotten" by the authorities and the scientific community. 14 The conference also reexamined ancient urban assemblages and complex spatial and sociopolitical organization at Great Zimbabwe and other Iron Age archeological sites in Africa. 15, 16 Great Zimbabwe represented a major ancient civilization that flourished in southern Africa between the 12th and 18th centuries AD. 17 Archeologists highlighted the important need of collaborative research to better understand the demographic history and migrations of populations with different subsistence practices and technological innovations. 18, 19 
| NEW INSIGHTS TO STUDY PAST AND RECENT HISTORY IN AFRICA
The Bantu expansion is the most important linguistic, cultural, and demographic process in Late Holocene Africa. 20 It started in westcentral Africa 5,000-3,000 years ago, and evolutionary genetics demonstrated that mass human migration was the main underlying force of this expansion. 21, 22 New cross-disciplinary research projects 23 On both sides of the African continent, recent mass migrations contributed to one of the humanity's darkest chapters, the slave trade.
Along the west African coast, the transatlantic slave trade impacted the demographic history of numerous populations, 22, 30 for example, the population history of Cape Verdean Kriolu speakers. 31 34 This consortium also encourages the formation of intracontinental collaborations and development of training programs and facilities necessary to lead high-quality genomics and biomedical research in Africa. 35 One of the H3Africa projects, the AWI-Gen study, was designed to determine genetic and environmental contributions to cardiometabolic diseases and related traits in African groups. In this large-scale GWAS study, association and fine-mapping analyses have been conducted to discover novel genetic associations of lipid traits with genes that have only been observed to be polymorphic in African populations. 36 
| CONCLUDING REMARKS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
In the "Africa, the cradle of human diversity" international conference, speakers presented and discussed current knowledge and ongoing research in Africa, using state-of-the-art approaches and a multidisciplinary perspective. The event started by focusing on the biological and behavioral evolution of our species and finished with the demographic history and historical migrations of modern populations in continental Africa and African islands. This event set the ground for cross-disciplinary conversations between leading researchers from different scientific fields to investigate African human diversity. These conversations will continue after the conference, in ongoing research projects and future scientific meetings.
